Quartermile One scoops top BCO award
Landmark Edinburgh building wins prestigious commercial workplace honour
The showpiece Quartermile One development in Edinburgh has been named the British Council for Offices (BCO) Scottish Commercial Workplace of the Year at its prestigious annual awards ceremony.

The event, held at the Grosvenor House Hotel in London’s Park Lane, was attended by over 1,500 property professionals from across the UK. The awards celebrate design, best practice and innovation in the UK office sector.

BCO judges applauded Quartermile One’s excellence in architecture, clarity of purpose, ingenuity, clever design solutions, its delivery on time and budget and the aspect which add up to its status as an appealing and productive place to work.

Quartermile One is part of the first phase of the £450m Quartermile mixed use scheme on the site of the former Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, one of the UK’s largest and most exciting urban regeneration projects.

The masterplan for the site incorporates a total of 350,000 sq ft of office space, 900 apartments, a 65 bed boutique hotel and around 55,000 sq ft of retail and leisure space.

The Quartermile One building, designed by renowned architects Foster + Partners, was developed by Gladedale Capital and was purchased by Aviva Investors for around £60 million. 
It is a striking seven storey office development featuring column-free open plan space with floorplates ranging from 9,677 sq. ft to 20,656 sq. ft. As well as an impressive reception and atrium, the ground floor has provision for two retail units of 12,508 sq ft and 2,153 sq ft. 

Almost half of the 120,000 sq ft building was pre-let to leading law firm Maclay Murray & Spens and judges praised it for being ”a confident, proud, modern building providing outstanding accommodation worthy of the location. It is crisp and modern without being pastiche and stands up to its surroundings without shame.” 
The Quartermile One building now has 57,426 sq ft over three floors remaining to be let. 

Colin MacPherson, development director of Gladedale Capital, said: “The BCO awards are among the most prestigious in the industry and we are delighted our work at Quartermile has been recognised and rewarded.

“The award demonstrates Quartermile is an exemplar of quality and innovative design in Scotland and reinforces the market’s belief in the development.”

Phil Owen, Assistant Fund Manager with Aviva Investors added: “Quartermile One is a stunning building in a tremendous location and it is fitting it has been recognised as being as good to work in as it is to look at in these awards.
“Interest remains strong in the remaining space and awards such as these can only help us in our marketing effort to promote Quartermile One to potential tenants.”

Gladedale Capital is the commercial property development division of the Gladedale Group, one of the UK’s leading housebuilders and property companies.

